
he Bedford County Chamber of     

Commerce has kicked off the 2010 Mem-

bership Drive, with the help of more than a 

dozen Chamber Ambassadors and member   

volunteers. The competition is on. 

     The Drive began the evening of March 2nd 

with a special get-together at the Chamber office. 

New Executive Director, Kellie Goodman and 

the Chamber Staff met with the volunteers, who 

have signed up to become Chamber 

òSuperheroesó, as group leaders or group mem-

bers. The Groups will compete for prizes as well 

as Chamber bragging rights, to see which team of Superheroes will secure the 

most new members. The tally is on display at the Chamber office. 

    In addition to reaching out to friends and business associates, the Superheroes 

have participated part in a Membership Phone Blitz Tuesday, March 9th at the 

Chamber Office. 

   Verizon Wireless generously 

donated five cell phones to be 

used for the Blitz. The team 

members spent much of the day 

calling Bedford County          

businesses and organizations, 

encouraging community leaders 

to learn more about Chamber 

Membership.  

   Membership Advantages include:  Visibility as part of the Chamber Directory 

and Website, as well as other publications, including this E-Newsletter and the E

-Connection, weekly e-mail blasts. Visibility also comes at Chamber Events, like 

the annual Home & Garden Show, Business to Business Expo, Ribbon Cutting 

Celebrations, and much more. 

    Networking opportunities are available through Business After Hours, the 

Annual Awards Dinner, the Chamber Golf Outing, Taste of Bedford County, 

and numerous volunteer and social activities. 

     These are just a few of the selling-points our Chamber Superheroes will be 

pitching to potential new members through March 31st.  
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For more information, or to volunteer to be a Chamber Superhero, 

Call 623 -2233 or Visit: www.BedfordCountyChamber.org  
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Presidentõs Message  ñ Lynn Corbett-Winn 

HERE COMES MARCH (MEMBERSHIP) MADNESS !  

  Finally, something I can write about easilyé Madness!  So I was thinking about a 

corny analogy between March Madness and Chamber membershipé think I canôt 
do it?   Watch me make this dunké  For those sports minded people out there (like 

our new director Kellie Goodmané Welcome!), you know that March Madness is 
about college basketball and each round of playoffs brings the  remaining teams 
closer and closer to the ultimate goal ï the Heisman Trophy!   And thaté er, 

what?   Oh, thatôs football?  Okay, so it brings them closer to whatever they win for 
being the best college basketball team.   My point is that throughout the month, 
excitement builds and the remaining teams and their fans get more and more fo-

cused on the goal.   By the final game, all craziness breaks loose!   Jerseys and ball 
caps flying off the shelves.  Giant foam fingers sporting #1!   Grown 
men crying!   Fans dancing in the streets!   Dogs and cats having lunch 

together! Cheerleaders! Confetti!    

      Itôs just like membership in the Bedford County Chamber of 
Commerce.  

     What?   You donôt believe me? Follow the bouncing ballé  In March, 
weôre kicking off an annual membership drive because ï now, this 

might sound like madness -  there are actually some businesses and 
organizations in our region who are not yet members of the Bedford 
County Chamber of Commerce.   Maybe they were at one time and just 

didnôt see the sport of it.  Perhaps the recent economy had some busi-
nesses cutting back on vital marketing and promotion spending.   Yet 
experts say this is the worst time to cut back on your marketing in-

vestment.   Your marketing and promotion investment today pays off 
exponentially over the next 6 months to a year, as the excitement builds and you focus on your 
goal.   The Bedford County Chamber of Commerce is one of the best investments to get your busi-

nesses known!   Face to face networking at monthly after hours and business resource sessions!   Re-
member the commercial:   if you tell two friends, and they tell two friends, and so on and so 
on?  Thatôs it!  Thatôs one of the greatest benefits of your membership.  Invest your time and you will 

see your network, revenues and excitement grow!   But it doesnôt end there (and sorry, neither does 
this columné). With the numerous other benefits offered by the Chamberé the madness ex-
plodes!   Networking! Business resources! Sponsorship opportunities! Cheerleaders! (Just checking to 

see if you were still there.) Fun and effective events to showcase your business like Expo, Home & 
Garden, golf tournaments and more!   Awards and recognition! Leadership Bedford County! Youth 
Leadership Bedford County!   Website marketing!   Buy the Alleghenies regional business directory! 

Group rates on insurance, energy and other business resources!  

     So hereôs the deal.  If you are not a member of the Bedford County Chamber of Commerce, please 

reconsider being part of this successful team.   Join the madness!   Pick up the phone when our dedi-
cated volunteers from member businesses donate their time to the membership drive.   Or pick up the 
phone now and voluntarily join the fun.   Invest your time in a few of the networking opportunities and 

experience the difference Chamber membership makes.   And Chamber members, donôt think you 
have to miss out on the fun!   Join the drive today and help this team go all the way! Letôs all create 
excitement and momentum together, building a stronger, more vital business community so that 

when the season rolls around next year, weôll all be champions! 

     Iôll bring the dogs.  You bring the cats.   Weôll have lunch.  
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he Leadership Bedford County Class of 2010 recently enjoyed a February session learning 

about the countyõs judicial and protective services.  The day began at the Bedford County Jail 

with a tour of the jail and a panel with prisoners, followed by 

lunch.  

The class then traveled to the Bedford County Courthouse for a lesson in the judicial 

process. On-the-job training in trial procedures was the order of the day with the class 

divided into prosecution, defense and jury for a mock DUI trial. The Honorable Judge 

Thomas S. Ling presided over the òtrialó, with Jesse Topper, a Leadership class mem-

ber, acting as the fictitious defendant. District Attorney William Higgins was among the 

attorneys who helped the class prepare for the 

mock trail, and shared some of his trial experi-

ences with the members. Following the ònot guiltyó verdict, the class adjourned 

to the Commissionerõs office with D.A. Higgins for an overview of the judicial 

system and protective services.   

The Leadership Bedford County Class of 2010  will participate in a regional ses-

sion in April at the Sheetz Distribution Center in Claysburg; the class will then 

ògraduateó in May, with a new class beginning the program in August. A Youth 

Leadership Program is also available for Bedford County students entering 10th 

grade in the 2010-2011 school year. For more information, contact Keisha Lazor 

at the Chamber Office.  

ASICS Bedford County (Businesses & Schools Investing in Cooperative 

Solutions) is planning what is sure to be another outstanding òSteps to 

Successó program, Wednesday March 24th at the Omni Bedford Springs Resort. This is 

the 9th year for the event, which is chaired by Melissa Jacobs of the Jean Bonnet Tavern and 

supported by many local businesses. 

More than ninety students (ages 16-18) from Bedford County high schools are expected to take 

part in the program, which includes a series of important Steps to Success:  Step 1: Getting 

the JobñInterviewing to Succeed; Step 2: Keeping the 

JobñBeing an Excellent Employee; Step 3: Facing & 

Meeting Job Challenges: and Step 4: Going Beyond 

Good. The day includes presentations, lunch prepared by 

the Culinary Arts class of the Bedford County Technical 

Center, door prizes and giveaways. 

Businesses and organizations who will led their expertise 

to the students include: Gateway Travel Plaza, Wal-Mart 

Distribution Center, Omni Bedford Springs Resort, 

Kennametal, Bedford Business & Professional Women, Reed Wertz & Roadman, Jean Bonnet 

Tavern, Knisely & Sons and the Bedford Area School District. 

Exhibitor spaces are still available for just $50! If you would like to be part of this important 

event for future entry-level job seekers, please call Keisha Lazor at the Chamber Office: 623-

2233, e-mail: KeishaL@BedfordCountyChamber.org or visit: www.BedfordCountyChamber.org 

Leadership Bedford County Group Spends Time in Court, Jail  

Foundation Focus  WWW.BEDFORDCOUNTY CHAMBER .ORG 

Mock DUI Trial  

òDefendantó Jesse Topper 

PAGE 3  

   Steps to Success Program Planned 

2009 Steps: Educational Skit  

MAKE A NOTE:  

BASICS:  

Steps to Success  
 

Wed. March 24th   

Omni Bedford 

Springs  

Exhibitor Fee: $50 

(Includes 2 Lunches)  

For more 

Information, Contact 

Keisha Lazor at the 

Chamber Office:  

    Phone: 623 -2233  

Email: 

KeishaL@Bedford 

CountyChamber.org  

Website: 

www.BedfordCounty

Chamber.org  



Pro Care Hosts February After Hours 

March Business After Hours Features òDowntownó Landmark 

owntown Bedford, Inc. has partnered with RE/MAX Old Towne Realty and Stiffler, McGraw &Associates to host 
the March Business After Hours.  The event will be held Thursday, March 25th at the newly renovated "Old Gray-

stone Hotel" on the corner of Richard and Pitt Streets. The building 
houses the offices of both RE/MAX and Stiffler, McGraw & Associates.   
 
Downtown Bedford, Inc. 
Downtown Bedford, Inc. was established in 2002. Since then, DBI has been a 
PA Main Street program, and in 2009 was accredited as a National Main Street 
program for its many successful efforts. Downtown Bedford, Inc. is a constant 
promoter of special events, business recruitment & retention, and historic pres-
ervation. DBIõs fa­ade program has distributed over $150,000 to local businesses 
towards upgrading the fronts of their buildings, which has made an overwhelm-
ing difference in the appearance of downtown. DBIõs newest project is a street-
scape to be under construction this summer. This will provide new coordinating 
sidewalks & pedestrian lighting for parts of Juliana, Pitt and Richard Streets. The 
engraved brick sales are a way for the community to exude their pride in downtown, which it turn enhances tourism as well.  

 
RE/MAX Olde Town Realty  
The constant renovations that Todd Eichelberger has done to his numerous buildings in downtown Bedford coincides with DBIõs mis-
sion.  Todd is also the broker/owner of RE/MAX, Olde Towne Realty, which boasts friendly and knowledgeable realtors, who can assist 
you with your real estate needs. Besides the buying and selling of all types of real estate throughout the County and surrounding areas, 
their office has an inventory of residential and commercial properties for lease, including office space available for rent within the RE/
MAX building. The national recognition of RE/MAX, along with its hometown appeal are sure to make your real estate experience a 
successful oneé.outstanding agents, outstanding results.  

Stiffler McGraw Engineers 
Stiffler McGraw Engineers, Surveyors & Architects are a full service civil engineering, surveying & architectural firm which has served 
local municipal governments, authorities and the private sector since 1989. With the firmõs main office located in Hollidaysburg, Stiffler 
McGraw wanted to further commit themselves to their Bedford County clients. So, in May 2006 they purchased the land surveying busi-
ness of Norman S. Van Why in Bedford . In September 2008, the firm moved its Bedford County office location to the Graystone Build-
ing in downtown Bedford . Stiffler McGraw takes pride in their quest of protecting & preserving a large portion of the Countyõs land 
history by possessing the personal survey records and plats of five Bedford Co. Surveyors.       

So, please plan to attend the March after hours. The partnerships of the above three businesses are what the networking of 
After Hours is all about. Come and see what they all have to offer! Cost is $6 for members and $16 for not-yet members. 

For more information, or to make your reservation, call 623-2233. 

ro Care Health & Therapy, Bedford, recently hosted the Chamberõs February 

After Hours event. In addition to the business promotion and networking the 

After Hours also helped to feed the hungry, capping a 24-hour treadmill walk.  

A weight lifting challenge was also held for charity, with a goal to bench press a com-

bined 100-tons in just 1 hour. The power lifters did that and much more pushing up 

over 377,000 pounds. 

Jim Foreman, President of ProCare, said giving back to the community is one way that 

businesses can help during these tough economic times: "In every community we have needs so we have to look beyond the 

balance sheet and the profit and loss statements and look to the left and to the right and reach out to people in need.ó 

ProCare plans to match the donations made at the event and hopes to present a check to the food bank for over $1,000.00. 

To learn more about Pro Care facilities in Bedford County, visit: www. ProCareFitness.com 
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